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which he examined closely. It convinced me that Blair's
suspicions were right, and I spoke earnestly and zealously
for the Blairs. We had a free conversation in regard to
them, and as to the policy which should be pursued in
Maryland. I did not hesitate to oppose the selection of
opponents or doubtful friends, and to express my opinion
that the friends were the reliable supporters of the Adminis-
tration in that State.

July 27, Thursday. Brown, the Navy Agent, did not call
on me yesterday as he promised. I therefore sent a pay-
master to take charge of the office and directed a transfer
to be made at two o'clock. But the messenger returned
about that hour with a letter from Brown, stating that a
consultation had been had with the President, who would
see me, but if no change of programme was ordered by
5 P.M. he would immediately thereafter transfer. About
three I received a note that the President wished to see
me. He said Hamlin had been to see him and was very vehe-
ment, from some cause, in behalf of Brown. I stated what
had been done; that I felt a little delicate inconsequence of
my relations with H., so had President Lincoln and him-
self also. I informed him I had a frank conversation with
Brown, who said he wanted time to consider, but had obvi-
ously telegraphed to Hamlin. The President said he could
not understand why H. should take such extraordinary in-
terest in this case. He then got me the statutes and
showed me a law on which Hamlin dwelt with some empha-
sis. We read it over together. I told the President the law
offered no serious obstacle to me. He said he took the same
view and would not deviate from his convictions. But
Hamlin was vehement, and he wished to treat him with
courtesy, and give him time to fully examine the case.

The paymaster (Fulton), who called to have the transfer
made, said Brown told him he should not be prepared to
transfer at two. F. then said he would wait, when a man
whom he did not know, but who sat smoking a cigar, said it